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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the security element at 
least partially embedded in the paper, as recited in claim 1 ; security element wholly 
embedded in the paper, as recited in claim 4; activatable security feature, recited in 
claim 14; elongated element exposed at windows, as recited in claim 5; elongated 
element wholly exposed across the full width of the paper, as recited in claim 6; 
adhesive as recited in claims 19,21 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a lack of 
antecedent basis for "the surface" in line 3 of the claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a lack of 
antecedent basis for "the region" in line 2 of the claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4,6-12,14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over 5,217,307 to McClintock in view of 6,254,139 to Fresnel. 

Regarding claim 1, McClintock discloses paper (column 5 line 10) having first 
and second opposing surfaces (figure 2), an elongated element (12) such that when a 
tearing force is applied to the elongated element a tearing force is applied to thereto, a 
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removable portion is separated from the rest of the paper (elongated element 12 forms 
a tear strip that is removed from the rest of the paper). 

McClintock does not however disclose the security element having at least one 
verifiable authentication feature, the security element at least partially embedded with in 
the paper. 

Fresnel teaches having a sheet having an elongated element characterized in 
that the element is a security element (Fresnel- 22 includes hologram 30) having at 
least one verifiable authenticating feature (Fresnel- column 8 lines 1-20) and being at 
least partially embedded with the paper (Fresnel- figure 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the security element of Fresnel with the paper of McClintock 
for the purpose of providing a more secure item. 

Regarding claim 2, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the removable 
portion is the elongate element (McClintock- tear strip 12, Fresnel- figure 2,3). 

Regarding claim 3, , McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the removable 
portion comprises a section of the paper and the elongated element (McClintock- tear 
strip 12, Fresnel- figure 1,2 ). 

Regarding claim 4, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the elongate 
element is wholly embedded in the paper (McClintock- figure 2 shows the elongate 
element 12 wholly embedded in paper) 
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Regarding claim 6, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses one side of the 
elongate element is wholly exposed across the full width of the paper (looking at figure 1 
of McClintock the elongated element is wholly exposed across the full width). 

Regarding claim 7, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses at least one line of 
perforations separating the removable portion from the rest of the paper (14,15 of 
McClintock). 

Regarding claim 8, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the removable 
portion is an edge portion of the paper (McClintock- tab 13 of strip 12 is on the edge). 

Regarding claim 9, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the removable 
portion comprises a middle section of the paper (McClintock- looking at figure 1 1 for 
example, strip 12 comprises a middle section of the paper). 

Regarding claim 10, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the removable 
portion comprise legible indicia (McClintock- column 3 lines 40-42, column 8 lines 17- 
21). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the legible indicia 
comprises printed information (McClintock- column 3 lines 40-42, column 8 lines 17-21). 

Regarding claim 12, wherein the legible indicia is formed from demetallised or 
metallised alphanumeric characters on the elongated element, the patentability of a 
product does not depend on the method of production. Product by Process claims are 
not limited to the manipulation of the recited steps only the structure implied by the 
steps. MPEP2113. 
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Regarding claim 14, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the elongated 
element incorporates an activatable security feature (the examiner takes the position 
that the hologram of Fresnel which is connected to the tear strip of McClintock provides 
an activatable security feature). 

Regarding claim 15, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses the elongate 
security element comprises one or more of the same security features (figure 8 of 
Fresnel). 

Regarding claim 16, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses an end of the 
elongated element is enclosed in a tab (13 of McClintock) projecting form an edge of the 
paper. 

Regarding claim 17, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses an end of the 
elongate element is exposed in a cut out portion of an edge of the paper (tab 13 of 
McClintock provides this cut out portion). 

Regarding claim 18, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses a label made of 
paper (McClintock- column 5 lines 5-16). 

Regarding claim 19, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses a label further 
comprising adhesive applied to at least a portion of the second surface of the paper 
(McClintock- adhesive 18), such that when the label is adhered to the surface and a 
tearing force applied to the elongated element, a removable portion is separated from 
the rest of the label. 
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Regarding claim 20, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses no adhesive is 
applied to the second surface in the region of the removable label portion (McClintock- 
tear strip 12 is without adhesive). 

Regarding claim 21 , McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses a low tack 
adhesive is applied to the second surface of the removable portion of the label, the 
adhesive being of a lower tack than the adhesive applied to other parts of the second 
surface of the paper (McClintock- column 6 lines 12-20 discloses having a permanent 
adhesive portion on the label and a removable adhesive on the upper portion of the 
label, the examiner takes the position that this upper portion of the label that is 
removable includes an adhesive of lower tack that the permanently adhesive part of the 
label). 

Regarding claim 22, McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses packaging made 
of paper (McClintock figure 1 provides packaging for the container). 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McClintock in view of Fresnel and further in view of 5,895,075 to Edwards. 

McClintock modified by Fresnel discloses all elements of the claims including 
having indicia in the form of code (Fresnel- column 8 lines 3-4). However, these 
references do not explicitly provide a clear teaching of the code being machine 
readable. Edwards teaches having a label with machine readable code on the 
removable portion (figure 2- machine readable code in form of bar code). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to use the code of Edwards with the label of McClintock modified by Fresnel for the 
purpose of providing a machine readable label. 

Claims 1,5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McClintock in view of 6,255,948 to Wolpert et al (hereinafter Wolpert). 

Regarding claim 1, McClintock discloses paper (column 5 line 10) having first 
and second opposing surfaces (figure 2), an elongated element (12) such that when a 
tearing force is applied to the elongated element a tearing force is applied to thereto, a 
removable portion is separated from the rest of the paper (elongated element 12 forms 
a tear strip that is removed from the rest of the paper). 

McClintock does not however disclose the security element having at least one 
verifiable authentication feature, the security element at least partially embedded with in 
the paper. 

Wolpert teaches having a label with a security thread (column 4 lines 58-63, 
column 5 lines 14-21 ) at least partially embedded in the paper. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
the security thread of Wolpert with the label of McClintock for the purpose of providing 
security features to the label. 

Regarding claim 5, McClintock modified by Wolpert discloses the security thread 
can be woven into the label or item (column 5 lines 14-21). This would provide the 
windows of exposed security thread as recited in the claim. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. This is simply art of interest and was not used to reject any 
claims in this office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAM I LA WILLIAMS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4431 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00am- 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 517-272-4419. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 

800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Derris H Banks/ /J. W./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3725 Examiner, Art Unit 3722 
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